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2018-19 INDEPENDENCY PETITION 

 
 
Name:  SSN:  

Address:  

 

Telephone:  Email:  

 
Financial aid regulations assume that the family has primary responsibility for meeting the educational costs of students. If you 
are considered a dependent student according to the financial aid definition, your aid eligibility is determined by using parent 
income and asset information in addition to your information. Dependent students are required by law to provide parental 
information and signatures to be considered for financial aid.  
 
Occasionally, due to a severe family situation, students should not be considered as dependent. If you can document your 
family’s situation, you may petition for a waiver of federal regulations requiring parental information. Please note that the 
following circumstances by themselves are not sufficient grounds to submit a dependency appeal: student doesn’t live with 
parents, parents don’t support student, parents don’t claim student on taxes, parents don’t want to provide financial data, or low 
parent income (financial aid formulas automatically consider financial need).  
 
If you were most recently supported by legal guardians, relatives, or friends, you cannot list their income data on your FAFSA. If 
either of your parents is still alive, you must still provide parent data unless you can prove that a severe situation justifies 
allowing you to apply for aid as an independent student.  
Please answer the following questions. You may use a separate piece of paper if necessary:  
 
1. Identify the location of both your parents:           
 
               
  
2. Describe the last time you had contact with each of your parents-when, where and the nature of the contact.   
 
               
 
               
 
3. Explain what unusual circumstances should make you an independent student:       
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
4. Describe how you have been self-supporting. When did you start meeting your expenses without parental support? NOTE: Self-
support is not, by itself, sufficient to have you declared independent.       
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5. If you are not self-supporting, who is supporting you and how much (approximately) do they put toward your support?  
 
               
 
               
 
6. Please provide your latest federal tax return transcript (call the IRS at 1-800-908-9946 or 1-800-829-1040 for a tax return 
transcript or go to www.irs.gov). If you did not file taxes, provide verification of any income you receive.  
 
7. Provide copies of appropriate court documents that confirm: parental abuse, neglect, addiction or mental health problems.  
 
8. If one of your parents is dead, please provide a copy of the death certificate. 
  
9. If you have a legal guardian or are an emancipated minor, please provide applicable court documents.  
 
10. Provide third party statements from two responsible adults who are aware of your situation (see the attached Third Party 
Statement Form). At least one statement must be from someone who is not a relative or friend. The statements must discuss 
your living situation.  
 
Certification Statement:  
 

• I understand that if I purposely give false or misleading information on this form or in my supporting documentation, I 
will be committing a federal crime and could be fined up to $20,000, sent to prison, or both.  

• I also understand that if my situation changes and I move back in with my parent(s), or begin receiving financial support 
from them, I must immediately report this information to Laguna College of Art + Design’s  Financial Aid Office.  

• I also understand that by signing this form I am authorizing Laguna College of Art + Design’s  Financial Aid Office to 
contact any third party references to verify any information supplied by them.  
 

 
Signature:   Date:   

 
 
 

For Office Use Only 
Comments              

 
               

 
□  Accepted (per professional judgment based on unusual circumstances) 

□  Denied  

Initials:    Date:    


